
HETTON LYON LODGE No. 6533 
In the Provence of Durham 

 
     World War II, 1939-1945, proved to be a watershed moment in World history. 

The World was changed forever in very many ways. 

     Masonically it became a time of expansion, due to men returning home from 

the horrors of war, and others, who had not been in the Armed Forces, were 

seeking some form of order and stability in society. Indeed 190 new lodges were 

formed in 1946 and that had risen to over 1000 by 1955. In 1946 Bernard Gilpin 

Lodge had 182 members plus many more waiting to join. Against this background 

6 WB’s and 14 Brethren decided to form a new lodge. One other Brother, John 

Hunter JP a farmer from Easington was also involved. A subscribing member of 

Yoden Lodge 5684, he had been included as a founding member but as he had 

not been a Master Mason for the full 3 years before Consecration Grand Lodge 

decided he could not be a Founding Member. He became a Joining Member, by 

ballot, on the 8th April 1948. However, his name appears on the right-hand Pillar 

on the summons but his name is not on the Founders Board. 

   The Founders had suggested Bowes Lyon for the lodge name but because of the 

Royal connection this was not allowed. Queen Elizabeth, the wife of George VI 

and mother of our recently departed Queen Elizabeth II maiden name was Bowes 

Lyon.    

     The Bowes-Lyon family descends from John Lyon, Lord of Glamis, (c. 1340–82), 

who was Chamberlain of Scotland between 1377 and 1382.  

   George Bowes of Gibside and Streatlam Castle (1701–1760), a County 

Durham landowner and politician was the father of Mary Eleanor Bowes. 

John Lyon, 9th Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne, chief of the Clan Lyon married 

Mary Eleanor Bowes in 1767, and she became Countess of Strathmore and 

Kinghorne (1749–1800). Known as "The Unhappy Countess", she was an 18th-

century British heiress, notorious for her licentious lifestyle. In order to profit 

from the rich heiress wife, John Lyon had changed the family name to Bowes 

Lyon by act of Parliament. 

     The 10th Earl changed it to Lyon-Bowes and the 13th Earl (the father of 

Elizabeth later queen of George VI) reverted to Bowes-Lyon 

 



     The lodge therefore took the name Hetton Lyon, for submission, to Grand 

Lodge and on the 6th August 1947 the warrant was granted and signed by the 

Acting Grand Master, Edward William Spencer, 10th Duke of Devonshire. 

 

The crest was designed by W Bro H Pinchen, a teacher with an interest in local 

history. Bro A. C. House, an engineering draughtsman carefully prepared the 

necessary work for the blockmaker and Bro. W. J. Brereton, a Master printer, at 

his own expense, had the blocks made for the use of the lodge. 

     The crest is made up of three emblems 

1.  The Masonic Symbol of Square and Compass 

2.  The Bernard Gilpin Boar 

3.  One of the Puffing Billy locomotives working on the Hetton Coal Company. 

These locomotives hauled the coal from Hetton Lyons Colliery to Sunderland in 

1822 and this railway track therefore preceded the Stockton to Darlington 

Railway by some 3 years. 

The Latin motto      OMNIA TRINUM PERFECTUM  

can be translated as Everything that comes in threes is perfect on the supposition 

that in old fables and stories there were usually Three Witches as in 

Shakespeare’s Macbeth, the Three Little Pigs from the fable and from the Bible 

Three Wise Men - being three “perfect” examples 

 

     In his History of the Lodge on the 50th Anniversary in November 1997, W Bro 

Alf Wood PPGReg produced this wonderful 32page booklet – this is from our 

Archives and there are not many in circulation - to the best of my knowledge. I 

am in the process of digitally copying this brochure for future reference but, 

unfortunately, the quality of the photography of the time was not particularly 

good leaving a lot to be desired. I believe the photographs were taken on colour 

negative film, which rarely produced excellent black and white photographs. As 

far as I am aware, the negatives are no longer available. 

    The detail of the history is tremendous and must have taken Alf quite some 

time to produce and then have printed. He lists all Worshipful Masters, their 

Provisional Ranks when awarded, and subsequent promotions, lists all 

Secretaries, Treasurers and other major Office holders along with the number of 

years in office. He also notes that from Consecration to the 50th anniversary 



some 220 candidates had been initiated. I have been unable to establish the 

figure during the intervening years as I have had neither the time, nor 

information, to follow up for this talk. It is hoped that at some future period I can 

add to Alf’s work to keep the history complete. 

    Suffice to say that I have listed the WMs from 1998 until the present day in a 

small booklet, along with this talk, which will be on the dining tables, to recall 

some “notable events” within the lodge from the past 25 years. 

      It is stated by Alf that in the first 50 years of Hetton Lyon Lodge No. 6533 only 

W. Bro Ron Wilson had served 2 terms as WM in 1986 and 1993. Indeed, this 

remained the only time until WBro Graham Dockrill who had taken the Chair in 

2001 agreed to become our second Twice Master in 2008. 

      At the 50th Anniversary in 1997 Arnold Potter, who had been Master of 

Sancroft lodge 4347 in 1982 became only the second Joining Past Master to take 

the Hetton Lyon chair. The first to do so was W Bro. Henry Wilson who had been 

Master of Nautilus Lodge No. 4259 in 1972, took the chair in May 1994 but, sadly 

died in office on the 31st December of that year. 

     We then had a period of stability until around 2008 when the lodge went 

through a phase of turmoil. Resignations due to internal factors saw many good 

members leave this wonderful Lodge to join others.  

     As stated, W Bro. G. Dockrill took the chair again 2008 and the following year, 

2009 W Bro Joe Higginbottom, Past Master of Bedic Lodge No.5915 took the chair 

thereby becoming the 4th PM of another lodge to be followed in 2010 by one 

WBro. Ron Smith, who had been initiated into Edward Vll Lodge No. 3359 (closed 

in 2004) in 1985 and served as Master there in 1993 became the 5th such JPM to 

take the chair. 

     You will see that there is a time between 2010 to 2020 when, apart from 2012 

when Roy Worley took the chair for the first time, Past Masters taking the chair 

was the norm. You can see that Gary Hines has been master 3 times along with 

John Cairns and Roy Worley also doing 3 terms Three times three perfections. 

Ron Smith has done two terms and Brian Smith, PM of Peace and Unity doing one 

year. 

      Roy Worley followed Gary Hines after Gary’s third term as Master and I must 

pay tribute to W Bro Roy for his part in the lodge’s history. 



     Roy was initiated in June 2006 by W.Bro. A Monkhouse. At that time, I was 

Tyler of the lodge. In that first year Roy was initiated, passed and raised 3 times 

and being Tyler I had come to know Roy very well. Before the days of mentors, I 

suppose I became Roy’s mentor by giving advice and telling him what to learn 

and when. He then went through all of the chairs on the floor to become WM in 

2012. Roy was always very good at learning ritual and he became a wanted man 

by many lodges as the “candidate” for lodges doing exhibition degrees. Very 

many of us in Hetton Lyon have, on occasions, and with a wry smile on our faces, 

have not known whether it was the WM of the lodge concerned, or Roy, uttering 

those famous words “Repeat your name at length and say after me” or giving the 

deacons a “helping hand” during these ceremonies. 

     Needless to state that Roy is now our Director of Ceremonies. 

    Other members of note in Hetton Lyon to whom I must pay tribute in this short 

talk, must include W. Bro R. J. (Dick) Barrass, the only PM of Hetton Lyon Lodge, 

(to date), to become a Grand Lodge Officer.  W. Bros Brian Hardy, John Main, 

Harry Liddell, et al, who are now in the Grand Lodge Above, along with Alf Wood 

who is now in his 90’s and lives in Inverurie, near Aberdeen in Scotland were the 

basis of a very strong lodge. It is hoped that when I complete the history, started 

by Alf, I can do justice to these former Masters.  

     Of present members, we have Bro G McKillup who has done 50 years in the 

lodge along with W. Bro Alf Wood who received his 50 year certificate. W. Bro. 

Frank Robinson who also has done 50 years in masonry though not all of them in 

Hetton Lyon. I believe Bro Fred Porter is next in line for that landmark moment. 

     I must also pay tribute to W. Bro Gary Hines who has been Master 3 times, 

along with lengthy terms as Secretary of both this lodge, and, the now closed 

Peace and Unity Lodge No.3212, who was awarded PPGSWkS as his first 

provincial honour in 2009 but, regrettably, nothing else has been forthcoming. 

W. Bro John Cairns has also been in the chair for 3 terms. 

     Covid has, as you are all aware, created absolute havoc with Masonry and 

Lodges with the loss of many masons either by their deaths or ill health or just 

because of the temporary closing of lodges due to the pandemic. The effects of it 

will probably be a major factor in membership for many years to come.  

     2021 saw Bro. Kevin Leonard progress to the chair of Hetton Lyon, resulting in 

the full ceremony of Installation being performed for the first time in many years. 



Kevin was going to do a second year but, due to work commitments, was unable 

to do so. He is now Senior Deacon. 

     So, once again, we have had to install a JPM in the form of W. Bro Simon Smiles 

PPJGD as our WM. Simon was initiated into Lodge Stewart, 4261 in Seaham and 

was subsequently Master there in 2007. Simon is a member of the legal 

profession and is also a Bass player of some note, or should that be notoriety, in 

the jazz orientated band of Monkey Punch. He has also agreed to continue in the 

chair for 2023/4 - which brings us up to date. 

We have now arrived at our 75th Anniversary.  

 

Happy Birthday Hetton Lyon Lodge No. 6533 

In the Province of Durham 

 

 S.M.I.B. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


