
“The Marquess of Ripon – The Man”  

George Fredrick Samuel Robinson who was born in 10 Downing Street in 1827 and served as a MP as 

well as Secretary of State for War, Secretary of State for India, Lord President of the Council, First Lord 

of the Admiralty, Lord Privy Seal, Viceroy of India and Grand Master. 

George was MP for Hull and later MP for Huddersfield and it was here that he joins Freemasonry. 

When the Earl de Grey, died and George became the recipient of a solemn shower of honours, wealth 

and landed estates that the Robinson family had accumulated during their lifetimes.  

In 1860 George, now Earl de Grey and Ripon living at Studley, was appointed Provincial Grand Master 

of Yorkshire West Riding, a post he was to hold for 14 years, including the 4 years when he was Grand 

Master. 

George joined Royal Alpha Lodge (No 16) and was Master in 1862, 1870 and again in 1874. His 

membership and mastership of this Lodge was to have particular significance to the History of the 

Craft, for it was the Marquess who during his Mastership, in April 1870, initiated the Prince of Wales 

into the Craft. 

On14 May 1870 he was elected Grand Master on the resignation of Thomas 2nd Earl Zetland, and on 

23 January 1871, he was raised to the Marquisate in recognition of his work as Lord President. He was 

the first Grand Master to visit the United States 

For much of his life he was an active and prominent member of our Order and was for 4 years Grand 

Master of the United Grand Lodge of England, only resigning when he had committed himself to 

becoming a Roman Catholic.  

Over the years, he and his wife carried out a great deal of social and philanthropic work for Ripon and 

were popular in the City. This included endowing a hospital. In 1869, he presented the Town Hall to 

the Corporation and in 1902, his Golden Wedding was celebrated by the building of a nurses’ home. 

He finally retired from active politics in 1908 and died the following year at the age of 81. Ripon came 

to a standstill for his funeral 

 


